Chapter 4 is more straightforward than the two preceding chapters. Hamas's political relations at the Arab, Islamic, and international level are discussed. Well, so much has been accomplished since the Arabic version of the book was published in 1996. Today, Hamas has offices or representatives in more than one quarter of the member states of the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC). Over the past year and a half Hamas has been contacted by no less than four European countries, having been recognized as a formidable and essential player in the conflict. One European country has hosted a Hamas delegation in its own capital upon an official invitation. More of this, Hamas leaders say, is expected in the near future. The setback of losing Jordan as a political base has been compensated by unprecedented successes elsewhere. Ties with many Arab countries have been consolidated and popular support for Hamas across the Muslim world and among Muslim communities in Europe and North America is unrivalled. The chapter concludes with a section on Israel's perception of Hamas. While little has changed since the mid-1990s in the way Israel perceives Hamas, there are those who believe that some time soon Israel will have to negotiate with none other than Hamas. That will be the time when the truce offer of Sheikh Yassin will seem the only exit for Israel out of its current predicament.
The fifth and last chapter of the book assesses Hamas's action at the political, social, and military levels. Again, so much has happened since the book was first published. Nevertheless, Hroub's assessment, true and accurate for the period to the mid-1990s, remains relevant and has held its academic value. In May 2002, in the wake of a spiral of violence evidenced by a major wave of suicide bombings in Israel and the Israeli invasion of the West Bank, the leader of Hamas, the largest Palestinian Islamist organization, indicated that a ceasefire with the Israeli enemy was possible. Sheikh Yassin declared, as he had on previous occasions, that Hamas would honour a ceasefire and halt suicide missions if its enemy halted the targeting of Palestinian civilians. This overture for peace seemed at odds with the general perception of Hamas as a movement locked into a religiously inspired embrace with its Israeli foe. Andrea Nusse, in this extensive examination of primary source material published under the banner of Hamas (in the West Bank and Gaza Strip or abroad), pulls out the complex, often seemingly contradictory, threads relevant to an understanding of the ideological and strategic motives of the Hamas movement.
